2019-2020 Books and Dates
Thursday, 3rd of October 2019
"An outstanding work, both in its ideological and civic positions as in
its literary skill to create a hybrid text, a blend of personal experiences
and legends, of autobiography and fictionalized essay." —Fernando R.
An engaging literary essay on the power of imagination and creative
writing comprised of nineteen chapters in which the author discusses
many topics in relation to the essential quality a good writer should
have: the ability to imagine and create.A mixture of personal
reflections, anecdotes, and literary references by one of Spain's top
women writers.

Thursday, 5th of December 2019
A masterpiece of the Spanish Golden Age.
It is foretold that Prince Sigismund will become a tyrant. Alarmed,
his father, the king, imprisons him. When he is released for a day as
an experiment he proves the omens only too right, and, as a result,
is incarcerated once more. Sigismund persuades himself that all that
has passed is a dream and emerges to rule wisely and justly.
Pedro Calderon's play Life is a Dream was first published in 1635.
This English translation by John Clifford was first performed at the
Lyceum Theatre, Edinburgh, in 1998. It is published in the Nick Hern
Books Drama Classicsseries.

2019-2020 Books and Dates
Thursday, 6th of February 2020
"Eduardo Mendoza is one of contemporary Spain's most important
writers."-The New York Times Book Review
"Wonderfully inventive and hilarious."-Guardian
Released from an asylum to help with a police enquiry, the quickwitted and foul-smelling narrator delves deep into the underworld of
1970s Barcelona to investigate the mysterious disappearance of a
teenage girl from a convent school, aided only by his prostitute sister
Mercedes.

Thursday, 2nd of April 2020
Nada tells the story of Andrea who, like Laforet herself, leaves her
native Canary Islands at the age of 18 to live in her grandmother's
house in Barcelona, with the intention of studying literature at the
university. Besides her grandmother, the house is inhabited by her
two uncles, Juan and Roman, her aunt Angustias, the maid Antonia,
and Juan's wife, Gloria, plus a menagerie of cats, an old dog and a
parrot. Andrea is a sort of 20th-century Alice, fallen into a
Wonderland whose characters and rules she fails to understand, and
whose maze of family dramas she must reluctantly follow, beset by
narrow-mindedness, poverty, violence and hunger.

2019-2020 Books and Dates
Thursday, 7th of May 2020

La Celestina is the tale of a passionate love affair that ends in
tragedy.
Calisto, a young nobleman enters the garden of Pleberio in pursuit
of his falcon. There he sees Pleberio’s daughter, Melibea, and falls
madly in love with her, but she quickly rejects his hasty advances.
On the advice of a corrupt servant, Sempronio, Calisto seeks the
help of Celestina, a former prostitute, and now an active gobetween, witch, and virgin-mender.

Thursday, 4th of June 2020
In the final moments of the Spanish Civil War, fifty prominent
Nationalist prisoners are executed by firing squad. Among them is
the writer and fascist Rafael Sanchez Mazas. As the guns fire, he
escapes into the forest, and can hear a search party and their dogs
hunting him down. The branches move and he finds himself looking
into the eyes of a militiaman, and faces death for the second time
that day. But the unknown soldier simply turns and walks away.
Sanchez Mazas becomes a national hero and the soldier disappears
into history. As Cercas sifts the evidence to establish what happened,
he realises that the true hero may not be Sanchez Mazas at all, but
the soldier who chose not to shoot him. Who was he? Why did he
spare him? And might he still be alive?

2019-2020 Books and Dates
Thursday, 9th of July 2020

Garcilaso de la Vega was a 16th century Spanish poet and soldier
whose love of the military life was to be his undoing. His life was cut
short in his mid-thirties following wounds sustained at a battle in
southern France in 1536. As well as being a renowned soldier of the
Kings “Imperial Guard” he was also an innovative writer. He was a
student of Italian Renaissance verse forms and was one of several
Spanish poets responsible for the introduction of these writing...

Venue: Cambridge Spanish Centre - 60 Hills Road - Cambridge, CB2 1LA
Days: on selected Thursdays
Time: from 6 to 7.30pm
Price: £10 per session, booking in advance required

For further information please contact us:


cambridgespanishcentremanager@gmail.com



01223 561854

